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Spare a thought for those car parts prices 
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We need to properly consider all potential, hidden costs 
associated with the vehicle we are thinking of purchasing 

WHEN shopping around 
to buy a new car, most 
people consider pur­

chase price, fuel consumption, 
resale value and mileage, but 
few of us think to find out what 
the spare parts cost. 

But we should, of course, as 
anyone who has been told their 
car is a write-off, after a seem­
ingly minor, accident, knows all 
too well. 

If the repair cost is 75 percent 
to 80 percent of the trade value of 
the vehicle, your insurance com­
pany will consider the car uneco­
nomical to repair, and that's sel­
dom good news, financially, for 
the owner. 

If, like the estimated 70 per­
cent of motorists in South 
Africa, you don't have car insur­
ance, then the cost of crash 
parts should be a crucial consid­
eration. 

The availability of parts is a 
huge issue; I regularly receive 
complaints about repairs being 
held up for weeks or even 
months because one or more 
parts are "still coming" from 
overseas. 

Malcolm Kinsey has been 
comparing the prices of spare 
parts across brands and then 
publishing the results in his 
Report for almost 20 years. As a 
result, many a manufacturer has 
hurriedly dropped its parts 
prices to bring them more in line 
with those of its competitors. 

This year Kinsey's sample is 
his biggest yet - 44 vehicles; 34 
parts each, all prices having been 
sourced mid-year from motor 
dealerships. There are five seg­
ments: entry level, "B" segment, 
"C" segment, family saloon and 
"cross-over". 

And the results, in brief, are: 

Entry level (cars priced under 
R110 000): 

Cheapest basket of parts, by far, 
was that of the VW Citi Storm, 
followed by the Chev Spark and 
the Chevy QQ 0.8. In fourth place, 
the Indica, then the Daihatsu 
Charade, and most expensive is 
the Hyundai ilO. 
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B Segment (cars priced between 
R110 000andR160 000): 

The Renault Sandero was way 
ahead of the pack. 

Its parts basket cost R24 305, 
compared with that of the sec­
ond cheapest, the Hyundai Getz, 
at almost R40 000. When the 
locally-made Sandero was 
launched earlier this year, 
Renault said its parts were well 
priced, and here's the proof. 

Fiat Punto was third, followed 
by Kia Picanto, VW Polo, Peugeot 
207, Chev Aveo and Toyota Yaris 
in 8th place. The four most 
expensive cars in terms of parts 
were the Suzuki Swift, Citroen 
C2, Mazda 2 and - most expen­
sive at R70 000 - the Opel Corsa 
1.4. 

C Segment (cars priced between 
R160000andR260 000) 

The winner here was the Nissan 

ODDITIES: 

In the popular B segment, the 
windscreen of the VW Polo costs 
R1 156 - that of the Toyota Yaris 
almost five times more: R5 412. 
In the C segment, the Honda Jazz's 
left tail light assembly is just over 

Tiida, which won in all three seg­
ments: service parts, repair parts 
and crash parts. This despite 
having a ridiculously expensive 
driver's door glass - R5 644. In the 
car with the second cheapest 
total parts basket, the Ford 
Fiesta, that piece of glass costs 
just R497 - more than 10 times 
less! 

In third place was the Mazda 
3, followed by the Alfa 147, and 
the Honda Jazz in fifth place. The 
three most expensive were the 
Toyota Corolla, VW Golf and 
most expensive of all, the Subaru 
Impreza. 

Family Saloon (cars priced above 
R260 000): 

The winner was the Mazda 6, fol­
lowed by the Volvo S40 and this 
year's Car of the Year winner, 
the Honda Accord. In fourth 
place was the Mercedes C200; 
then came the Lexus IS 250. The 
most expensive were the BMW 
323i and the Audi A4. 

Crossovers 

Mom's taxi, the Toyota Avanza, 
took first place, followed by its 
rival, the Nissan Lavina, with 
another Toyota in third place, the 
Verso 1.6. 

Then came the SUVs: Suzuki 
SX4, Toyota Rav 4, Honda CRV, 
Chev Captiva and the Nissan X-
Trail. 

The three most expensive 
were the Subaru Forester, VW 
Tiguan and Mercedes B200. 

• For the full report, and all those 
prices, plus previous years' 
reports, go to www.kinsey.val-
ueweb.co.za 

R3 000, compared with just R690 for 
the same part in the Ford Fiesta. 
In the Crossover section, front 
shocks on the Toyota Avanza cost 
R604; on the Mercedes B200 they 
cost almost R2 500. 
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